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Organizing Data for Analysis

W
ha

t d
at

a 
do

 w
e 

ha
ve

?

W
ha

t t
yp

e 
of

 
da

ta
 a

re
 th

ey
?

(p
er

ce
pt

ua
l d

at
a,

 s
tu

de
nt

 
le

ar
ni

ng
 d

at
a,

 s
ch

oo
l p

ro
ce

ss
 

da
ta

, d
em

og
ra

ph
ic 

da
ta

)

W
ha

t d
o 

w
e 

w
an

t t
o 

kn
ow

 
fr

om
 th

e 
da

ta
?

Ho
w

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
e 

an
al

yz
e 

th
is

 d
at

a 
se

t?
Organizing Data for Analysis

S
e

c
tio

n
 6

!"#$%&'()*)+,"-./+0)*1$&22'''4?? 4567648'''794:'!;



156    © 2011. All Rights Reserved.

Improving Teaching with Collaborative Action Research  |  Section 6

Organizing Data for Analysis

Ex
am

pl
e 

In
qu

iry
 

Gr
ou

p
W

ha
t d

at
a 

do
 

w
e 

ha
ve

?
W

ha
t t

yp
e 

of
 d

at
a 

ar
e 

th
ey

?
W

ha
t d

o 
w

e 
w

an
t t

o 
kn

ow
 fr

om
 th

e 
da

ta
?

Ho
w

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
e 

an
al

yz
e 

th
is

 
da

ta
 s

et
?

Gr
ou

p 
1:

 S
tu

de
nt

 
Qu

es
tio

ni
ng

 A
bi

lit
y

St
ud

en
t-g

en
er

ate
d 

qu
es

tio
ns

 o
n i

nd
ex

 c
ar

ds
St

ud
en

t le
ar

nin
g d

ata
W

ha
t k

ind
s o

f q
ue

sti
on

s 
ar

e s
tud

en
ts 

ab
le 

to
 as

k 
in 

th
e c

on
tex

t o
f s

oc
ial

 
stu

die
s?

So
rt 

th
e q

ue
sti

on
s i

nto
 

tw
o 

ca
teg

or
ies

: 
• 

co
nv

er
ge

nt
—

qu
ick

 
an

d 
ea

sy,
 te

xt
 

ex
pli

cit
 

• 
div

er
ge

nt
—

op
en

-
en

de
d, 

m
or

e 
th

an
 

on
e 

rig
ht

 a
ns

we
r, 

ne
ed

 m
or

e 
tim

e 
to

 
an

sw
er

Gr
ou

p 
2:

 R
ea

di
ng

 
Co

m
pr

eh
en

si
on

Re
ad

ing
 co

nfe
re

nc
e 

no
tes

Pe
rc

ep
tua

l d
ata

, 
stu

de
nt 

an
d t

ea
ch

er
• 

W
hic

h 
re

ad
ing

 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n 

str
at

eg
ies

 c
an

 
stu

de
nt

s n
am

e?
• 

W
hic

h 
re

ad
ing

 
co

m
pr

eh
en

sio
n 

str
at

eg
ies

 d
o 

stu
de

nt
s s

ay
 th

ey
 

ar
e 

us
ing

 w
he

n t
he

y 
re

ad
?

• 
H

igh
lig

ht
 e

xp
lic

it 
na

m
ing

 o
f s

tra
te

gie
s 

ins
ide

 c
on

fer
en

ce
 

no
te

s.
• 

Un
de

rli
ne

 d
es

cr
ip-

tio
ns

 o
f s

tra
te

gie
s 

th
at

 m
ay

 no
t b

e 
ex

pli
cit

ly 
na

m
ed

.
• 

Ta
lly

 st
ra

te
gie

s f
or

 
th

e 
en

tir
e 

cla
ss

.

Examples of Organizing Data for Analysis

S
e

c
ti
o

n
 6

!"#$%&'()*)+,"-./+0)*1$&22'''4?@ 4567648'''794:'!;



157 © 2011. All Rights Reserved.

Improving Teaching with Collaborative Action Research  |  Section 6 

Organizing Data for Analysis

Ex
am

pl
e 

In
qu

iry
 

Gr
ou

p
W

ha
t d

at
a 

do
 

w
e 

ha
ve

?
W

ha
t t

yp
e 

of
 d

at
a 

ar
e 

th
ey

?
W

ha
t d

o 
w

e 
w

an
t t

o 
kn

ow
 fr

om
 th

e 
da

ta
?

Ho
w

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
e 

an
al

yz
e 

th
is

 
da

ta
 s

et
?

Gr
ou

p 
3:

 T
ea

ch
er

 
Le

ss
on

 P
la

nn
in

g
Ind

ivi
du

al 
les

so
n p

lan
s 

wi
th

 re
vis

ion
s

Sc
ho

ol 
pr

oc
es

s d
ata

• 
W

ha
t a

re
 te

ac
he

rs
’ 

sp
ec

i! c
 st

re
ng

th
s i

n 
de

sig
nin

g 
les

so
ns

?
• 

W
ha

t a
re

as
 o

f 
les

so
n d

es
ign

 d
o 

te
ac

he
rs

 st
ru

gg
le 

wi
th

?
• 

W
ha

t a
re

 th
e 

ne
xt

 
ste

ps
 in

 te
rm

s o
f 

su
pp

or
tin

g 
te

ac
he

rs
 

in 
les

so
n d

es
ign

?

• 
As

se
ss

 e
ac

h 
les

so
n 

us
ing

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol 
ch

ec
kli

st.
• 

Ta
lly

 th
e 

ar
ea

s o
f t

he
 

ch
ec

kli
st 

ta
rg

et
ed

 
fo

r r
ev

isi
on

.
• 

As
se

ss
 th

e 
su

cc
es

s 
of

 re
vis

ion
s.

• 
Ide

nt
ify

 th
e 

gr
ou

p’s
 

str
en

gt
hs

 a
nd

 
str

ug
gle

s r
ela

te
d 

to
 

th
e 

cr
ite

ria
 o

n t
he

 
ch

ec
kli

st.

S
e

c
tio

n
 6

!"#$%&'()*)+,"-./+0)*1$&22'''4?< 4567648'''794:'!;


